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In accordance with N.J.S.A. 18A:33-11, in implementing a school lunch program,
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:33-4 et seq., a school breakfast program, pursuant
N.J.S.A. 18A:33-9 et seq., or N.J.S.A. 18A:33-10.1, or a breakfast after the bell
program, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:33-11.1 or N.J.S.A. 18A:33-11.3, the district

shall:

1. Publicize, to parents and students, the availability of the respective school
meals program, as well as the various ways in which a student may qualify
to receive free or reduced price meals under the program, as provided by
N.J.S.A. 18A:33-4 and N.J.S.A. 18A:33-14a;

2. Make every effort to ensure that subsidized students are not recognized as

program participants, by the student body, faculty, or staff, in a manner
that is different from the manner in which unsubsidized students are
recognized as program participants. Such efforts shall include, but need
not be limited to, the establishment of a neutral meal plan or voucher
system that does not make a distinction between subsidized and
unsubsidized students; and

3. Make every effort to:

a. Facilitate the prompt and accurate identification of categorically
eligible students who may be certified to participate in the
program, on a subsidized basis, without first submitting an
application therefore, and, whenever an application is required to
establish eligibility for subsidized meals, encourage students and
their families to submit a subsidized school meals application for
that purpose;

b. Facilitate and expedite, to the greatest extent practicable, the
subsidized school meals application and income-eligibility
determination processes that are used, by the district, to certify a
student for free or reduced price school meals on the basis of
income, and assist parents in completing the school meals
application; and

C. Encourage students who are neither categorically eligible nor
income-eligible for free or reduced price school meals to
nonetheless participate, on a paid and unsubsidized basis, in the
program.
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If the district participates in the Federal School Breakfast Program, the district is
encouraged to increase the number of students participating in the program by
establishing a breakfast after the bell program that incorporates school breakfast
into the first-period classroom or the first few minutes of the school day pursuant
to N.J.S.A. 18A:33-11.1.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:33-14a., school breakfasts made available to students
under a school breakfast program or a breakfast after the bell program shall meet
minimum nutritional standards, established by the New Jersey Department of
Education.

The State of New Jersey shall provide funding to each school in the district if the
school operates a School Breakfast Program or a breakfast after the bell program,
as may be necessary to reimburse the costs associated with the school’s provision
of free breakfasts, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:33-14a.b., to students who are
Federally ineligible for free or reduced price meals.

B. Summer Food Service Program — N.J.S.A. 18A:33-23; 18A:33-24; 18A:33-25;
18A:33-







POLICY CLIFTON



POLICY S0ARD OF EDUCATION

OPERATIONS
8500/page 6 of 12
Food Services

M

Division of Food and Nutrition, School Nutrition Programs, New Jersey
Department of Agriculture.







POLICY S0ARD OF EDUCATION

OPERATIONS
8500/page 8 of 12
Food Services

M

eligibility information obtained through the school meals application or through
direct certification.

If the district accepts both cash and electronic payments, the district shall ensure
students are not overtly identified through the method of payment pursuant to 7
CFR 245.8(b). To the maximum extent practicable, the district must ensure the
sale of non-program foods and the method of payment for non-program foods do
not inadvertently result in students being identified by their peers as receiving free
and reduced price benefits.

The School Business Administrator/Board Secretary or designee will verify
applications of those eligible for free or reduced price meals in accordance with
the requirements of the Division of Food and Nutrition, School Nutrition
Programs, New Jersey Department of Agriculture.

E. Meal Charge Program — N.J.S.A. 18A:33-21

The Board of Education provides a meal charge program to permit unsubsidized
students in the district to charge for breakfast or lunch. Collection of any
payment for a meal charge program account that is in arrears shall be addressed in
accordance with provisions of this Policy.
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